
A quick overview of Norovirus and Cross-Contamination 



• Norovirus causes serious inflammation of the stomach or intestines, 
or both. The onset is acute, or very rapid and often very intense. 

• As few as 18 particles of the virus can cause infection. 
• Known as the “cruise-ship virus,” it has caused many ships to return 

to port. But it is most common in assisted living facilities. 
• Norovirus spreads easily and rapidly. The incubation period after 

ingestion is 12 to 48 hours, with an average of about 33 hours. 
• People with this illness remain infectious for up to a few days after 

their symptoms improve. 
• Standard bleach is often recommended by health departments for 

disinfection, but a number of safer options are also available. 
• There is no drug to treat norovirus (gastric enteritis).  

Summarized from material by 



 19-21 million cases 

• #1 cause of vomiting 
or diarrhea attacks 
caused by contact with 
contaminated surfaces 
or direct contact with 
infected host.

 400,000 ER visits/year 

• 1.8 million outpatient 
visits to doctors 

• 56,000–71,000 
hospitalizations 

• 570-800 deaths, 
mostly children and 
elderly

Summarized from material by 





(animate, direct contact)

◦ Hand-to-hand – then 
transferred to the mouth 
or food where it can be 
ingested 



(transfer via a “fomite”)

◦ Contact  with handles, 
laundry, or other points 
where people share the 
exact same touchpoint

◦ Ingestion of foods 
contaminated by hands (or 
naturally contaminated) 



STOPPING THE CYCLE 
OF INFECTION 



THE CYCLE OF INFECTION 



BREAKING POINTS FOR 

THE CYCLE OF INFECTION 
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Instead, work 
from a plan 
you have on hand. 

PUR-O-ZONE can provide 
you assistance from our 
TOTAL RESPONSE aids. 



TOTAL RESPONSE™  
Treat Fomites Effectively 

Break Cross-Contamination Cycles 

Provide Personal Hygiene Opportunities 

Protect Custodial Staff 

  

 
 

  



Body Parts 
and Fluids 

Handles 
Common Contact 

Touchpoints 
Laundry 

and Warewash 

TOTAL RESPONSE™

EXAMPLE
(Create your Own Treatment List) 



1. Educate 
 
2. Personal Protective Equipment 
 
3. No-Touch Cleaning Systems 

  









 

 

 

 

 

 

1 - YOUR CURRENT 
CHEMISTRY disinfection system 
efficacy 
2 - CURRENT DISINFECTION 
PROTOCOLS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 - AUGMENTATION - Adding specific 
chemistry or procedures for the threat 
you are experiencing. 
4 - CLEANING STAFF REVIEW 
of Cleaning for Health procedures 
5 - THE SPECIFIC HEALTH THREAT 
6 - BEHAVIOR MODIFICATION & 
EDUCATION SUPPORTS - information 
to update and advise building 
stakeholders, employees, students, 
parents and interested public 
agencies 





We can also analyze the general potential for infection 
from common touchpoint surfaces in your facility. 


